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Justice 
What is Justice? 

Categorisation of its types 

What is justice? 

The Hebrew word for "justice" is 'mishpat’; its most basic meaning is to 
treat people equitably and implies that we need to assist others when 
injustice is done to them. Whereas “charity” = the voluntary giving of help, 
typically in the form of money to those in need, justice is required of us, 
from the heart or not, but is more Godly and enjoyable when we give it 
from the heart. God loves to apply justice, so we can learn to love it 
likewise. 
 
We do justice when we give all human beings their due as creations of 

God. Doing justice includes not only 
the righting of wrongs, but generosity 
and social concern, especially toward 
the poor and vulnerable. This kind of 
life reflects the character of God. It 
consists of a broad range of activities, 
from simple fair and honest dealings 
with people in daily life, to regular, 
radically generous giving of your time 
and resources, to activism that seeks 
to end particular forms of injustice, 
violence, and oppression. Biblically it 
refers to our general treatment of other 
human beings.  
 

Justice as a character attribute 

All of Jesus teachings start with a 

change of heart. A desire to be generous, seeing the truth in his words. 

Justice isn’t just to the poor or needy; it transfers into everyday, in the 

simple fair and honest dealings with people in daily life. How we treat 

people, following through with that which we promise, not doing deals that 

aren't at least mutually beneficial. Treating them in a way that would please 

us to be treated. If you read the OT laws they were mostly about stopping 

people from abusing of each other. However, it’s not out-besting 
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brothers/non-believers and much more. Jesus told us that by giving we’d 

be more happy, so there’s a case example. 

Justice for those who are needy 

Is justice important to Jesus? Some people say that praise and worship is 

more important. Jesus commended Mary who sat at His feet, and not 

Martha who was busy serving. However, what did Jesus set as an example 

in his everyday living? Jesus said to the Pharisees:  

 

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 

tenth of your spices mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the 

more important matters of the law justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 

should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.” - Matthew 

23:23 

 

He didn’t tell them off for their form of worship, neither for not praying 

enough. Neither did he remove the value of their works, Jesus criticised 

them for neglecting justice. 

Did you know Jesus was rightfully king? Jesus was a good king. He spent 
his day administering justice. As a follower of Christ we copy him. He spent 
his day helping the needy, administering justice in different people’s 
scenarios. 
 

Author Jim Wallis did a study of the biblical references to the poor: widows, 

orphans, the afflicted, left behind. He found several thousand verses in the 

Bible about the poor. It is the second most prominent theme in the OT. In 

the NT one of every 16 verses is about the poor. In first three synoptic 

gospels 1/10 verses was about the poor, in Luke 1/7 verses is on the 

subject. Using scissors they cut out each topical verse from the Bible and 

ended up shredding it to pieces. 
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This is what the LORD Almighty says: 

 Administer true justice, show mercy and 

compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the 

 fatherless, the immigrant or the poor.  

– Zechariah The Prophet (Zech 7:10–11) 

 
In the Old Testament God also presents himself as:  
“a father to the fatherless, a defender of widows” (Psalm 68:4-5).  
 
“Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters 
had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor 
and needy.” - Ezekiel 16:49 
 
In the New Testament James says: “Religion that God our Father accepts 
as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” 
 
One description of how Jesus will judge is by justice. Jesus describes (Matt 
25:31-46) those with a good heart and those without when he judges them: 
 

The true believer (sheep) The false believers (goats) 

For I was hungry and you fed me; I 

was thirsty and you gave me water; 

I was a stranger and you invited me 

into your homes; naked and you 

clothed me; sick and in prison, and 

you visited me.’ 

For I was hungry and you wouldn’t 

feed me; thirsty, and you wouldn’t 

give me anything to drink; a 

stranger, and you refused me 

hospitality; naked, and you wouldn’t 

clothe me; sick, and in prison, and 

you didn’t visit me.’  

 

Justice as a church ministry 

Justice is something that can be applied by the church on behalf of the 

congregation. In the NT we see that they had everything in common. The 
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money went into the church and it administered to those in need. There 

were men whose job it was to see that he needy were cared for. Stephen 

was the first (Acts 6:1-5).  

In any thriving society you need highly skilled workers. This is why Paul, in 

the growing church, appointed men to oversee this need in different cities. 

The church is a body. As the church grew, several skilled brothers called 

“deacons” were appointed to specifically administer church funds to help 

those coming in with 

needs of justice. Paul 

regularly asked local 

churches to help other 

churches. In the case 

they did, he praised 

them. In the case he 

felt they were holding 

back, he told them off. 

Recently a plea of help 

for clean water was 

sent out by one of our churches and we helped. Praise God for this  

Concluding thoughts 

We have had and have the privilege of living in a society where the poor 

and needy are catered for. It’s a double privilege that if you want to work on 

their behalf you can be paid to do so as a social worker. However in the 

light of recession (Hayley, a woman who relies on benefits tells me she 

may be losing them) and cuts, it isn’t right to look for reasons why not to 

help people but correct to seek out justice, find those in need to help them. 

As the church grows we should appoint several wise men to administer 

justice. In the meanwhile each of us needs to cultivate and encourage it, 

even if we’re put out on a limb in our social circles. It’s part of our identity, 

its part of our character, because it’s part of God’s character. Then we will 

discover that it truly is better to give than to receive. Amen.  

 

 

Song: Great is the darkness (come Lord Jesus) 


